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A MESSAGE FROM
FR. NICOLAOS H. KOTSIS

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill
toward men! Luke 2:14

This is the cry of the heavenly host, the angels, which was
heard by the shepherds when they received the “good
tidings of great joy” concerning the birth of Jesus Christ.

On the one hand, we must take this tremendous statement
of the angels for the great proclamation that it is: give glory
to God for bringing peace on earth by reconciling God to
man and man to each other through the birth of child in
a lowly manger in a cave of the earth. God has reconciled
man to Himself. Since the fall of man from the Garden of
Eden (heaven), the relationship between God and man had
been spoiled. God descending to earth and to man lifts
man up — back to the heavens. The relationship between
God and man has been renewed and through Christ’s birth,
man sees the gates of paradise open once again.

The peace God grants is intended for all mankind
everywhere. It is clear to everyone that peace does not
necessarily rule our world. Conflict abounds and we are
certainly hard-pressed to find solutions to a myriad of
political and social problems.Yet an era of peace has been  Good tidings of great joy
offered by God to all those who seek to do His will. It is our
failure to do God's will that keeps us from peace.

My friends, we must not take to our graves the great gift
On the other hand, we can also look at this angelic God has given to us, His peace, because of the false idols of
statement from a very personal and individualistic point ego, pride, or enmity. Make peace with your brother. Make
of view. Peace in the world begins with the turning of each  peace with your sister. Make peace with your parents. Make
individual heart. If the heart is not turned, how on earth (no  peace with your children. Make peace with your spouse.
pun intended) are we to find peace between individuals, Make peace with your neighbor. In doing so, we make
groups or nations? peace with God.

The great gift we have is not found in a mall or even in Have a blessed Christmas!

our homes.The great gift is peace, reconciliation with God KAAA XPIZXTOYTIENNA!
that is given freely to us by God. He simply asks us to  Fr. Nick

re-package that gift and give it to one another.
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ST. NICHOLAS GOYA

As the weather turns and the
leaves make their way into
heaping piles with many full bags
on the streets and we prepare
for even colder weather we
have many great adventures
still ahead for our GOYA. These
memories in your child’s life are
just part of an important step in
building, and strengthening their
Orthodox Faith all the while
building long lasting friendships
so please make them a high
priority in their lives for a strong
foundation of love and spiritual
wellbeing.

Saturday, November  13th
our fnal GALA dinner event
honoring our 75th Anniversary
featured our GOYA dance
troupe as they danced a few
short dances then  with
enthusiasm  encouraged many
parishioners to kick up their
heels until midnight. They
practiced for several weeks
learning a few new dances just
to keep it exciting. How about
that young member Angelo
Bairactaris! Wasn't he wonderful
dancing and then playing the
bouzouki as well?

Looking ahead we have lots
to offer for the month of
December, so again please mark
your calendars. Salvation Army
Bell Ringing is scheduled for
Wednesday, December 1st from
6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. in front of
Kroger's on Maple Road. We will
have advisors there with your
GOYA child, so please RSVP to
our president Irene @rkeintar@
comcast.net. December 12th
we will continue with our Bible
studies, beginning at 4:00 p.m.,
with Father Nick, followed
by our monthly meeting and
fellowship. Once again, we are
asking parents to bring a dish
to pass. These potluck dinners
are delicious, and such a treat
for everyone. Please contact any

)

GOYA

advisor  or e
our GOYA president

to sign up. Sunday, December
19th we have our annual
Christmas  Caroling  activity
where we visit several of our
parishioners  bringing  them
our love and terrific voices.
This event will be directed by
Theresa Stokes and also will be
supported by the advisors. We
need help from parents to drive,
since this is such a well attended
activity. Again, please contact
any GOYA advisor or our
president to sign up. Tuesday,
December 28th, GOYA goes
to UM Crisler Arena to watch
the UM Men's Basketball game
play against Purdue at 2:00 p.m.
Permission slips are required
to participate. Details can be
obtained by contacting advisor
Laura  Kokkales kokkales@
umich.edu.

And don't forget our annual
fundraiser, the GOYA brunch
on January 9, 2011 Your
participation supports our youth
and all GOYA activities. Thank
you very much.

GOYA Advisors:
Vicki Kiningham
rkiningham@umich.edu

Laura Kokkales
kokkales@umich.edu

Demetra Mitropoulos-Rundus
dm-r@hotmail.com

Dani Nadra
daninadra@gmail.com
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The Church School Thanksgiving
Food Drive was successful
and many thanks to the
students for helping with their
food donations. The SOS
Community Center, which
distributes food to families
in need, is very thankful and
appreciative of the students'
donations.

In December the Church
School students will be
participating in several special
events; the annual Christmas
Pageant, which will be held on
December 12th, 2010, fundraising
for St.Basil Academy and preparing
for the Parish Oratorical Festival.
Also, after the Christmas Pageant,
the Church School will host the
Parish coffee hour. Christina
Vlahopoulos has volunteered to
chair the coffee hour and will need
assistance of parents to donate
refreshments and help with setup
and cleanup.

Annually the Church School
Department, both teachers and

H.O.P.E

/ CHURCH SCHOOL

students, assist Philoptochos by
raising money for St.Basil Academy,
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
Home serving children in need.
St. Basil was the first to establish
orphanages, hospitals and homes
for the elderly and was known
for giving money to the poor.
The Church School students can
participate by collecting change
and putting it in the designated
box in their classroom during the
month of December and until
January 9, 2011 (Sunday of the
Vasilopita Blessing).

The Oratorical essay topics are
on the website and ready for
downloading or available from
Dr.Vicki Kiningham. Dr. Kiningham
has again offered to chair this
event. The reference books have
been purchased and are available
in the church library.

The Church School Department
wishes everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Blessed and
Prosperous New Year.

(HELLENIC ORTHODOX
PRIMARY EDUCATION)

We look forward to seeing all
the children aged 4 to those
in 2nd grade for a lot of fun
at our next meeting: Sunday
December 19th 2010, 12:30 to
2:00.

Last meeting, Father taught the
children about Zachiarias and
Elizabeth, the parents of the
blessed John the Forerunner.
With Thanksgiving coming up,
the children were reminded to
be thankful for all that God has
given them. They learned Psalm
107:1, Give Thanks to the Lord
for He is good; His love endures
forever. They then made a fall

mobile with the Psalm. Next
meeting Father will be speaking
to the children about Joseph and
the Virgin Mary leading up to
the birth of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

Remember, increasing exposure
to the Church early in your
child’s life is an important step in
the building and strengthening of
their Orthodox Faith.

For more information contact:
Sophia Grias-Radwanski
sgrias@mbhsi.us

or Vasilia Tsilimingras
vtsilimingras@yahoo.com.

REGISTRY

Births
1-14-10 < Arianna Katerina
daughter of Dr. Michael & Demaris Kasotakis
1-15-10 < Maria Aggeliki
daughter of Dr. Michael & Dr. Evanthia Bernitsas
1-16-10 e Lavanya
daughter of Benjamin & Maya Curtis
3-12-10 < Vasiliki
daughter Fr. Nick & Pres. Sandra
3-29-10 = Asher & Bennet
twin sons of Gregory and Megan (Nicholls) DeGrand
= Anthony
son of Michael Geczi & Candace Lozano
5-18-10 = Celia Kasumi, Gisselle Sakura, Anneliese Yukari
triplet daughters of Ryan & Kana Greenawalt
6-27-10 = Konstandinos
son of Stamatios & Panagiota Kloumasis
» Katerina
daughter of James and Demetra Reid
* Melina
daughter of Christoper & Margarita Bekiares
7-16-10 e Christos
son of Konstandinos & Eleni Vrahnos
8-5-10 e John
son of Michael & lennifer Petrou
9-8-10 e Louis
son of Robert & Erica (Haratsaris) Foster
9-14-10 < Kelly Nichole
daughter of Dimitri & Nichole (Chaconas) Brodsky

5-2-10

7-3-10

7-4-10

Baptisms
2-13-10 < Leonidas, son of George & Theodosia Patzias
Nonoi: Leontios and Eleni Res
3-6-10 < Mara, daughter of Christian & Andreea Dersidan
Nona: Marina Dersidan
4-25-10 = Michelle Mary Weaver, Adult Baptism
Sponsor: Athanasios Masters
5-16-10 = Anthony, son of Keith Kopinski & Marie Ann Massahos
Nonoi: Charles and Gail Massahos
* Madison, daughter of Brian & Melissa Manning
Nona: Kristen Jones
7-16-10 = Anthony, son of Michael Geczi & Candace Lozano
Nono: Anthony Vangelatos
7-31-10 < Cecelia Kasumi, daughter of Ryan & Kana Greenawalt
Nono: Alexander Guletsky
7-31-10 < Anna Yukari, daughter of Ryan & Kana Greenawalt
Nono: Nathan Greenawalt
7-31-10 < Glykeria Sakura, daughter of Ryan & Kana Greenawalt
Nona: Joanna Mammas
= Lavanya Ann, daughter of Benjamin & Maya Curtis
Nonoi: Andrew & Miyuki Curtis
9-18-10 < Arianna Katerina, daughter of Dr. Michael &
Demaris Kasotakis
Nona Nicholette Christodoulou

7-3-10

8-7-10

o~

10-24-10= Asher & Bennet, twin sons of Gregory & Megan
(Nicholls) DeGrand
Nonoi: Vicki Lynn Brooks & Jenna Brooks

Chrismations
2-21-10 = Michael Rodak
Sponsor: Nicholas Roumel

Weddings
2-12-10 < Brian Manning & Melissa Sgouzos
Koumbara: Kristen Jones
5-29-10 = Andrew Curtis & Miyuki Araki
Koumbaros: Benjamin Curtis
7-31-10 e Brian Rambo & Kara Dendrinos
Koumbaros: Steven Dendrinos
» Steven Dendrinos & Alysia Nawrocki
Koumbaros: Michael Dendrinos
9-18-10 e Paul Burani & Vasiliki Bistolaridis
Koumbara: Georgia Bistolaridis
9-25-10 = Nicholas Linas & Melinda Polan
Koumbaros: Paul Linas

9-5-19

Fallen Asleep in the Lord
1-3-10 = Faye Sekaros
(Funeral: 1-5-10 - Bethlehem)
1-15-10 = Zoe Arhangelos
(Funeral: 1-22-10 - Washtenong)
2-4-10 e Jack Lloyd
(Funeral: 2-8-10 — Highland Cemetery, Highland, M)
2-14-10 < Lucia Gagalis
(Funeral: 2-17-10 — Bethlehem)
2-17-10 = Anthoula Dendrinos
(Funeral 2-22-10 — Parkview Memorial Cemetery,
Livonia, MI)
2-19-10 e Charlene Poulos
(Funeral: 2-26-10 — Forest Hill)
5-31-10 = Mary Roopas
(Funeral: 6-3-10 — Bethlehem)
7-21-10 = Angie Veigel
(Funeral: 7-26-10 — Bethlehem)
8-23-10 e Priscilla Pardon
(Funeral: 8-26-10 — Great Lakes National Cemetery,
Holly, MI)
9-4-10 e Matina Lafkas
(Funeral: 9-7-10 — Bethlehem)
9-10-10 - Kathleen (Kate) Hazelton

(Funeral: 9-17-10 — St. Andrew Roman Catholic Church)

10-31-10= Robert Ashley, Sr.

(Funeral: 11-6-10 — Grosse lle Presbyterian Church)
11-3-10 = Anastasios (Tom) Stamadianos

(Funeral 11-8-10 — Bethlehem)

(If there are any mistakes or omissions, we apologize.
Please contact the office so that we may correct it.

Thank you.)
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MILESTONE #8, NOVEMBER 15, 2010

My dear parishioners of St. Nicholas,

It is now the day after our parish’s gala
celebration, the 75th anniversary of
St. Nicholas, of which | must relate, almost
moved me to tears. To so many of you, this
was a fun birthday party, but to me and many
others, it was a reunion of friends after years
of separation, and how for a brief moment last
Saturday, a reliving of the joys and hardships
we faced together in the early years of our
beloved St. Nicholas. The evening ended only
too soon, and as we gave our final embraces,
we looked at ourselves, our friends, our ages,
and the thought clouded our eyes that this
may be the last time we see each other on this
earth. Truly a great milestone for St.Nicholas
of Ann Arbor.

1 In October, Mike Kapetan installed a new
icon screen at St. George Orthodox Church
in Regina, Saskatchewan. A well established
congregation of a hundred and fifty families,
St. George has been meeting for over fifty
years, and under the direction of their new
priest, Fr. Cosmin Sicoe, the parish has recently
begun an extensive program of iconography.
Icons of the Playtera and the Communion of
the Apostles adorn the walls and half dome
behind the altar. Now, the new icon screen
stands ready to receive its complement of
fourteen holy images. With the approval of His
Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, Mike created
a rare carved icon of the crucifix that stands
atop the central arch above the Royal Doors.

2. Samantha Stokes, the daughter of Jeffrey and
Teresa Stokes, is a freshman member of the
Milan High School Swim Team, which won the
Huron League Championship tor the 11th year
and placed second in the Southern Michigan
Interscholastic Swim League. Samantha is going
to the State Tournament to swim the 100 yard
back stroke with a time of 1:05.7 min and the
500 Freestyle with a time of 5:40 min, which |
can, as a former 4 letterman and captain of the

Ypsilanti High swim team, can attest that she is

an excellent swimmer. Best of luck Samantha.
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3. The Detroit Free Press recently honored
Michigan Employers with the 2010 Detroit
Free Press Top Workplaces competition.
The competition, done in partnership
with  WorkplaceDynamics, recognized 105
companies from across the state in large,
midsize and small categories.

Starfish Family Services, a human and social
services agency, placed 32nd in the annual
competition. Our own, Elizabeth Mitropoulos,
is the Human Resources Director at Starfsh.
Congratulations Liz!

4. Nicholas Phan made his Carnegie Hall Recital
debut, accompanied by pianist Myra Huang,
on November 12, 2010 in Weill Recital Hall.
Nicholas performed works by Henry Purcell
and Benjamin Britten. Preparation for his
Carnegie Hall debut is documented through
video and written updates on Carnegie Hall's
new blog series The Carnegie Hall Debut.

Nicholas will also sing the tenor role in the
University Musical Society production of
Handel's Messiah here in Ann Arbor on
December 4 & 5 2010.

Yours in Christ,
Nicholas Stamos









