
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we begin the new Ecclesiastical Year on September 1st,  
we have dedicated this issue of the Compass to a review of 
the highlights from the previous year. For me, there are five 
areas that I think are worth mentioning:

Church School
This past year, we had 145 students enrolled in our Church •	
School program, and 50% are in the second grade or below. 
The vibrancy of the program through student participation 
should continue for many years to come at this rate.

We need to work on the number of students working •	
towards an Honor Award. Only 61% of our students 
participated in fulfilling the requirements, found online and 
distributed in class, for an Honor Reward. Worse, only 18% 
of our students earned an attendance pin. We have to do 
better getting our children to class. This opportunity to 
participate in Church School is a privilege and imperative 
for their spiritual growth. On the bright side, those who 
took the exam earned an average mark of 89%.

Vacation Bible School (VBS) was a great success. 37 children •	
participated this year and they had a great opportunity to 
learn about the Holy Spirit and the Sacraments in detail. 
One set of dedicated and faithful grandparents were so 
impressed by the program, they donated The Beginner’s 
Bible to every student participating in the VBS (to be given 
out this September). We have great teachers and great 
leadership in the Church School.  It is up to us parents to 
make the most use of the many resources we have available 
here at St. Nicholas.

Greek School
63 students were enrolled in the Greek School program •	
this past year. Over the past 3-4 years we have maintained 
an enrollment of 45 students or above with last years 
enrollment the largest in several years. Attendance is 
generally excellent and the students are progressing well 
thanks to attentive parents and the teaching and leadership 
of the Greek School program.

Philoptochos
As you probably read in the June issue of the •	 Compass, 
our St. Nicholas Philoptochos donated over $30,000 of 
financial assistance to those in need over the course of 
the past year. We do not say this for boasting. Rather, it is 
mentioned again for us to understand the depth of love 
our Philoptochos has for those in need and the strength of 
their commitment to assisting those needs through financial 
aid. Everyone has helped in this effort, but it was lead by the 
Ladies of Philoptochos.

Music Ministry
Our Choir has steadily increased membership over the past •	
5 years. They have a beautiful and vibrant sound and are 
composed of a very diverse group of singers (many choirs 
would love to have the diversity our choir has: from the 
senior veterans of choir, to the many youth that participate). 
Through excellent leadership and profound commitment 
from all the members, our choir also hosted the MEFGOX 
Convention this past July very successfully.  The participants 
were thrilled with the way in which our host committee 
prepared and executed the event, and the Divine Liturgy 
was magnificent. I only wish more of our people were on 
hand to experience it.

Parish Council
As with the other ministries, through hard and diligent work, •	
our parish council continues to lead us in the reduction 
of our mortgage. As of August 13th, our mortgage is less 
than $615,000. If we maintain the current pace, by this time 
next year we should realistically be under $500,000 on the 
mortgage. The faster we retire the mortgage, the faster we 
can begin working on exciting new projects.

With Love in Christ, Fr. Nick
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NOTE:

Please make out your check for $45.00 to St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and on the memo line indicate 75th Anniversary 
Commemorative Album.

Send your check and form as soon as possible to:

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
3109 Scio Church Rd. 
Ann Arbor, MI  48103 
Attention: 75th Anniversary Commemorative Album
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My dear fellow parishioners!  
Welcome to the new Ecclesiastic 
and school year and may 
we all be blessed with good 
health and peace amongst us.  
Our St. Nicholas Parish had a 
great year; we have reduced our 
mortgage substantially and the 
involvement of our parishioners in 
varying ministries and community 
affairs, the Metropolis Summer 
Camp, the 75th anniversary of the 
parish, the MEFGOX convention, 
a successful  Festival, our youth 
groups, and forgive me if I omitted 
anyone, all were very successful 
and a joy to witness.

During our festival, I was engaged 
in a conversation with parishioner 
Artemis Alex, an offspring of 
immigrant parents and originally 
from Ypsilanti, whose father was 
a founder of our original church 
on 414 N. Main Street. Artemis 
was kind enough to write me a 
synopsis of the beginning of our 
Main Street Church:

“The architect of our church was 
Ralph S. Gerganoff, a Bulgarian 
Orthodox, whose baptismal name  
was “Christos”. He is in the 
picture of the original founders 
that hangs in the hallway. He and 
my father, Constantine Alex, were 
good friends, and Mr. Gerganoff 
designed my father’s restaurant 
in 1930, numerous buildings 
in Washtenaw County and  
St. Clement Orthodox Church in 
Dearborn. My father introduced 
Mr. Gerganoff to our Greek 
community during the planning 
stage of their new church at 414 
N. Main. The beautiful wood 
ikonostasio was brought from 
a Greek Orthodox Church in 
South Bend, with Mr. Gerganoff ’s 
assistance.

The founders had the support 
of the non-Greek local Ann 
Arbor community, including the 
large German population who, 
like the Greeks, were, and still 
are, a strong nationalist group.  
They appreciated the Greeks’  
need to worship.”

Thank you Artemis for the 
wonderful story of our beginnings. 
I always welcome any contribution 
that you, our parishioners, can make 
to our Milestone column. Send 
your suggestions and contributions 
to  n_stamos@yahoo.com 

Yours in Christ, 
Nicholas S. Stamos

MILESTONES VOL II, #4  
September 2011

FAITH 7 FOOD UPDATE: 
As of August 18
Cherry Tomatoes: 231 at 4.5 lbsTomatoes:	 	  250 at 76 lbs.Cucumbers:		  13 at 9 lbs.

Green Peppers:	  64 at 11 lbsZucchini:	 	  16 at 26.5 lbsAcorn Squash:	  36 at 97 lbs.Butternut Squash:  7 at 21 lbs.Total:	 	   244 lbs.

If you would like to advertise in The Compass please contact  
Fr. Nick at the church office 734-332-8200 or send him an email at 
frnick@stnickaa.org. 
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FR. NICOLAOS H. KOTSIS 
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If you would like to be part of the 
editorial content of The Compass 
and you have something to share 
please provide it to the Church  
Secretary at secretary@stnickaa.org 
by the 15th of each month. We regret 
that any article that is received after 
the 15th of the month will be held 
to the next issue.  

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church reserves the right to edit, 
change or omit content that is not 
applicable to its parishioners.  

Copyright September 2011 

DON’T FORGET TO  
VISIT US ON THE WEB! 
www.stnickaa.org  
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2011 REGISTRY

Births

1-17-11	 • Evelyn, daughter of Todd & Anastasia Yocum 
2-1-11	 • Alexander & Audrianna, twins of Tom & Catherine Goffas 
3-26-11	 • Ioannis, son of Nikos & Stergiani Stamatopoulos 
6-4-11	 • Zacharias, son of Michael & Cindy Rouman 
7-21-11	 • Olivia, daughter of Katherine Raphael and Adam Scheidt

Baptisms

2-5-11	 • John Michael, son of Michael & Jennifer Petrou – Nonoi: Michael & Christine Petrou 
2-19-11	 • Malynda Marie, daughter of Christopher Lambros & Pat Murphy – Nona: Panagiota Zitros 
3-6-11	 • George Stavros, son of Steve and Lynn Perakis – Nonoi: Philip & Katerina Tsapatoris 
3-20-11	 • Melina Nicoletta, daughter of Christopher A. and Margarita Bekiares –  
	    Nonoi: Dr. Michael & Demaris Kasotakis 
5-7-11	 • Kelly Nichole, daughter of Dmitry & Nichole Brodsky – Nonoi: Alethea and Hailey Chaconas 
5-15-11	 • Vasiliki Alexandra, daughter of Fr. Nick & Pres. Sandra – Nonoi: Vasilios & Kyriaki Pliakas 
5-15-11	 • Thomas Philip, son of Philip & Ann Kotsis – Nonoi: John & Mary Tangalos 
6-11-11	 • Bailey Thomas, son of Robert Foster & Kelly Pishney – Nona: Magdaline Macchione 
6-11-11	 • George, son of Robert Foster & Erica Haratsaris – Nonoi: Steve & Lynn Perakis 
7-12-11	 • Kurt Peter, son of Thomas & Heidi Kusserelis – Nonos: George Petropoulos 
7-12-11	 • Joseph Otto, son of Thomas & Heidi Kusserelis – Nonos: Lee Petropoulos 
7-23-11	 • Andrianna, daughter of Tom & Catherine Goffas – Nonoi: Peter & Joanna Kalantzis 
7-23-11	 • Alexander, son of Tom & Catherine Goffas – Nonos: Athanasios (Tom) Goffas 
8-13-11	 • Alexander, son of David Lombard & Ramona Uritescu –  
	    Nonoi: Andreea & Cristian Dersidian 
8-14-11	 • Emma, daughter of Thomas DeMurry and Chantell Valade – Nonoi: Mira & Conrade Valade 
8-21-11	 • Katerina, daughter of Paraskevas and Vasilia Tsilimingras –  
	    Nonoi: Nicholas & Panagiota Portokalis

Weddings

5-1-11	 • Robert Ashley, Jr. & Andrea Rendziperis – Koumbaroi: Antonios & Cleopatra Mihalopoulos 
7-2-11	 • James Courtney & Nicole Raphael – Koumbara: Katherine Raphael 
7-9-11	 • Andrew Strodtman & Rachel Nemcik – Koumbari: Daniel & Eleni Opperwall 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord

1-13-11	 • Theodore (Ted) Tangalakis (Funeral: 1-17-11, Bethlehem) 
3-9-11	 • Matina Tangalakis (Funeral: 3-12-11, Bethlehem) 
3-22-11	 • Constantine (Connie) Vintzel (Funeral: 3-25-11, Fairview Cemetery, Brighton, MI) 
4-12-11	 • Stavroula (Lula) Maheras (Funeral: 4-15-11, Bethlehem) 
4-18-11	 • Cristinel Dima (Oak Grove Cemetery, Manistee, MI) 
4-19-11	 • Anastasia Leontis (Funeral: 4-23-11, Union Cemetery, Columbus, OH) 
6-9-11	 • Renetta Roubanis (Funeral: 6-16-11, Bethlehem) 
7-3-11	 • Suzanne (Bezirium) Baker (Burial: 7-9-11, Bethlehem) 
8-10-11	 • George Venious (Burial: 8-16-11, Sault Ste. Marie, MI)

If there are any mistakes or omissions, 
we apologize. Please contact the office 
so that we may correct it. Thank you.)




